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ALTA RESOURCES CORP.

Lee call
center
may add
800 jobs

$2IM office building
planned near airport

ISLAND COAST HIGH EDUCATOR
WINS LEE TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Laura Rua
e e s
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Marefobas for Les Connty —an esti-
naled 800,

AmewS21myillion, 00,000-square-
foot Class A office building at South-
west Florida Tnternational Airport.

Thoseare i g lalicaways rom
call center Alta Resources Corps
pansion pian that moved twe stops
closer o reality on Tresday, when:

TLee  Cownly  commissioners
unanirmously voted their support for
the company's application for the
Florida Qualificd Target Induszy Tax
Refund Program; and

¥ Separately, citimn-advisers 1o
commissianers on sirprt matters
endorseda proposed ground lease for
Alta Hesources al RSW's Skyplex
commerce park. County commiis-

fonets sitring & the port authority
Roard art e 1o make The gt S TTn
call on that lease ar a Thursdag, Thorte bared Focsbut Lavcin

Island Coast Hi igi Tuesday by Lee
Schoals Superintendent G after being sslocted as Lee County Teacher of the Year. pes el
nominated for Florida Teacher of the Yaar. Avoree wier/THe e picss

just sell copiers.
Becker received confirmation Tuesday hie gt
feeling was right. The Island Coast High video pro-

See ALTA RESOURCES, Page BA

when Jeflrey Becker was a copier salesman, he
hae 2 nagging Feeling he shorild hve heen doing
Ise with his life,

“Twas making a ton of money and having fn
with friends ancl seuff e that, but | ust Flf e

duction teacher was honored as the Lee County

schoal district’s 2015 Teacher of the Year
Beeker's family, Superintendent Greg Adkins,
in

Marshall Iskand Coast High's anditorinm Menday morming to
ieve was amore Lo life” said Becker, 35. "There was  surprise Becker with the news. They all quictly

dies at 75 maore that | had to offer and m'y,tpeﬂrir kil set and

Py el the way that God created me was to do more than  Sae TEACHER, Page SA.

d bonday at
age 75 of com-

became  suc-
cessihul director
and Hollywood royaity, but for mil-
lions of Americans she remains
Laverne DieFazia of “Laverne & Shir
ley” 148

Lee commissioners approve 60-foot Big Carlos bridge

Sarah Jarvls rort begers Nas rase] USA TODAY NETAGRE - 7L ORI

The Lee County Board of County Com-  Ingide
missioners vored Tuesday 1o approve a
fixed spar: bridge with a 60-fool vertical ~ Motion to
clearance over Big Carlos Pass, despitere-  estore
quests fom some nearby residents andlo-  Estero
cal Tepresentatives 1o delay the vote or  b¥idge
pick o smaller alternative, rie falle

Weather

1341 Mo,
20 High 76° 8 Low 66°

Vo dliv- Rain, Forecast, BG county staff's 1998t
b recommended alternative passed 4-1, with V016, 34
feriyy BT Lee County engineers and consultants say the 60-foot, just Commission Chairman Larry Kiker

EOD-du8- e single span replacement for the failing Big Carlos bridge opposed. Kiker represents the district

B I R e

a0 o'Y4p901'aze50" + neighbors. |FF COUNTY RENDERING See NEW BRIDGE, Page 4A.
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Alta Resources

Jan. 17, meeling.
‘Wisconsin-based Alta Resources and
its 4100 eonployees worldwide provide
fil me:

and alieady emplays about 500 people
in Liee County.

Alta declined to talk with The News-
Press on Monday and Tuesday, with o
spekesperson saying the project was
still in the “due-ciligence” stage. Tt also
didr’t return calls last month when the
Becjectias bounetng atgtnd countybf-
fices a5 "Project Arrow.”

However, aceording to county doeu-
‘ments, the company wants to grow its
buisiness-pros

persed on a per-job basis as new bires
start work. Alla Resources would pay
any taxes that are due, with refunds
rocessed after the Florida Department
of Heonemic Opportunity verifies the
Sompany b ot e it
Tm happy for Alta: They're a great
compuny offering high-skilled, high-
oags ioba,” anid Jim Wl Fars Myaes-
based spolesman for GareerSouree, the
statewide organization that conneets
businesses with workers and training
opportunities.

on the [ncentives, Wall said: "I think
it's good (county leaders) are focusing
an helping a local business to expand. [
just wish there was away for the process
10 be Mo transpatent.

To house the bigges workforee, Alta
intends to build and equip a 90,000
square-foot office building on just over
12.5 acres fronting Panl.l. Doherty Park
way, al Southwest Florida Intema-
tionals rk.

witha foens on the health cars indnstry.
This expansion is projected ta create
485 full-time jobs and 35 part-time
jobs.

Commissioners didu't discuss Uheir
decision publicly hefore the vore, A few
‘hours later, County Commissioner Cecil
Pendergrass told The Ness-Press he's
happy to see the county partner with o
business that already employs people
here,

And, even if most of the new jobs
wenl 1 people who came [rom outside
the tegion, Pendergrass sees a positive
ripple effect:

“They bringin new prople to work far
them, Who become cansumers — which
creates more jobs for the community.”

Alta Resomrces had been eensidering
albuquergue, New Mexico; Augusta,

corgia; and Myrle Beach, South Cara-
lima for \h. expansion project,

The Qualified Target Industry Tax
Refund IHL ntive consists of up 1o
39,000 from Lee Counry and §156,000
from the state.

In addition, Lee County Industrial
Development Anthority has approved a
not-to-exeeed incentive  award  of
$256,600 for Alta, fior the creation of up.
10 560 jobs

The incentives package requires the
company o inerease its local workforce
by at |east 65 additional employees over
four years (2019-23) with on average
minimum pay of §42,023 a year

P the first five years, its ground rent
would be $7267.36 per month, with
payments beginning ne later than
March 12021

TS 3 30-year leass inirially, with four
options to extend the term for 20 add:
tional years,

AL Skyples, Alla will bea close neigh-
‘or to Gartner inc., a global research and

advisoty firm that employs more than
1,600 paonle in Sothwvest Florida.

Gartner staflers moved into two new of
fice buildings constructed off PaulJ. lio-
herty Farkway in Skyplex. This was the
fitst phase of & twa-phase expansion
from Gartner's uriginal Fort Myers cam-
Pus in the Gateway community just
ot of the airpor

Skyplex s aredevalopment effort the
port authority kanched after the pre-
sent passenger terminal opened soutl
of the rumway in 2005 - and the former
terminal tothe north was deemed obso-
Tete, and demalished.

The commerce park was conceived of
10 belp diversify Lee County Port Au-
thatieys seiiha basd by, stmacsing
non-sviation businesses that eou
enefit from proximity to Interstate v
and to the international airport.

mu;m.nRmsmmumdlmmg.n
Skyplex. The port authort
its marketing efforts after the u,um.ull)
improve
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Peltz Shoes

a perfect f|

IN STORES & OMLINE - ENDS 12/24
GET AN ADDITIONAL

WHEN YOU SPEND
75 OR MORE

savings up to

NAPLES FORT MYERS

The tax relund incentive will be dis-

Advanced medicine
& technologies for
fast pain relief
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total ankle
replacements!
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4 Facts About Your
Feet & Ankles

o Heel pain in the morning can be easily resolved without surgery.
o Feel pebbles in the balls of your feet? May be a nerve tumor.

o Diabetic foot infections kill more people than breast cancer and
AIDS. If diabetic or on blood thinner, see us now.
o grown toenails can lead to beone infection; we treat them fast.

Or.SeanBunieswy,
e Pams






