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its plans for growth

Multimillion-dollar
building to come to
Skyplex in Fort Myers

Laura Layden Naples Daily News
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

Alta Resources has unveiled plans for a
multimillion-dollar building at Skyplex
around the busy Southwest Florida Interna-
tional Airport in Fort Myers.

The company, headquartered in Wiscon-
sin, expanded to Fort Myers in 2013. It pro-
vides customer care, sales fulfillment, e-
commerce and back-office services to its cli-
ents, which span the globe.

Since launching its Florida operations
more than five years ago, Alta’s employee
count has more than doubled here, growing
from 300 to more than 600.

Local employees provide support to Alta
Resources’ globally recognized clients, such
as Fiat Chrysler Automobiles and Reebok.

Alta was tight-lipped about its expansion
plans until Thursday, when it held a news
conference to formally announce them —
and to share renderings of what the $21 mil-
lion building will look like at Skyplex, the air-
port’s commerce park.

“We have options on land that would al-
low us to build another building some time in
the future, but we have no plans to build that
building at this time,” said Alta Resources’
CEO Jim Beré.

The expansion is expected to create more
than 480 full-time jobs and more than 300
part-time jobs locally.

The new building will have the capacity to
hold about 1,000 employees, Beré said.

“We also have our current facility, which
we are also keeping at this time. So we are
focused on this market as a company for con-
tinued growth,” he said.

A ‘great workforce’

Alta has two other buildings in the Gate-
way community just north of the Fort Myers
airport.

“As our business grows, our plans are to
continue to bring jobs to the Fort Myers facil-
ities because we have a great workforce
down here and we are really pleased with the
people who work with us in leadership and
management,” Beré said.

The company initially chose to locate in

the Fort Myers area because it wanted to be
close to universities and it liked the size of
the market. Having universities such as Flor-
ida Gulf Coast and Florida SouthWestern in
Alta’s backyard is “a very significant plus for
us,” Beré said.

“We felt that it was a market that was large
enough to handle the number of people we
had,” he said. “But we looked at the future of
the whole Fort Myers area and Southwest
Florida and it was continuing to grow.”

As the area grows there will be more peo-
ple to fill Alta’s growing number of jobs, Beré
said.

Like other companies, Alta will have a
ground lease at the commerce park.

For the first five years, Alta will pay about
$7,267 a month for the lease, with payments
starting no later than March 1, 2021. It’s a 30-
year lease, with the ability to extend the term
for another 20 years.

Alta’s expansion plans call for a 90,000-
square-foot Class A office building — mean-
ing the offices will be of the highest quality
with the high quality finishes and state-of-
the-art systems.

A global business

Alta has clients in many industries in-
cluding health care, automotive and enter-
tainment, and it does business with some of
the world’s largest consumer packaged
goods companies, such as Procter & Gamble.

“As we grow our business in any of those
respective ares, we need to determine where
do we put that business,” Beré said.

Clients turn to Alta’s call centers for help

See ALTA, Page 2C
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Junior Achievement of Southwest Florida adds three to Hall of Fame

Laura Layden
Naples Daily News
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

Three more entrepreneurs can now call
themselves hall-of-famers in Southwest
Florida.

The founder of a check printing business
and longtime restaurateurs are the latest to
join Junior Achievement of Southwest Flori-
da’s Business Hall of Fame.

For their business success and service as
role models to youth and their peers, and
their commitment to the community, Dave
Copham and Scott and Diana Willis, are the
latest to receive the special recognition.

The trio of winners were honored as laure-
ates and inducted into the Hall of Fame dur-

ing a ceremony Thursday night at the Hyatt
Regency Coconut Point in Bonita Springs.

Hundreds attended the ceremony, includ-
ing students and business and community
leaders.

The annual event raises money to support
Junior Achievement’s mission.

Junior Achievement reaches thousands
of students with its programs in Lee, Collier
and Charlotte counties every year, providing
them with mentorship opportunities and
classes on such topics as financial literacy
and career and work readiness.

Locally, the organization partnered with
more than 200 classroom business volun-
teers during the 2017-2018 school, providing
nearly 63,800 hours of instruction to more
than 11,600 students in 519 classes.

The three laureates join dozens of others
who have been named to the Hall of Fame in
Southwest Florida since the recognition pro-
gram began in 1988.

Laureates don’t have to be involved in Ju-
nior Achievement, but they do have to be in-
volved in the community.

Here’s a look at this year’s inductees:

Dave Copham

In 1985 Copham founded Liberty Check
Printers. The company, headquartered in
Mounds View, Minnesota, grew to become a
leading supplier of personal checks for credit
unions in the United States.

See ACHIEVEMENT, Page 3C
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with customer care, when there are is-
sues or questions about their products
and services.

Alta’s employees must go through six
weeks of training to serve a client, and
there might be anywhere from 50 to 600
employees assigned to a team to repre-
sent a company in all channels, through
phone calls, texts and social media, Beré
explained.

“I couldnt tell you where our next
1,000 jobs are going to come from, but we
do know our business has been growing
for 20-plus years,” he added. “We want to
just be prepared for that future demand.”

Alta considered Albuquerque, New
Mexico; Augusta, Georgia; and Myrtle
Beach, South Carolina, for the expansion
project.

The company’s existing ties to the
Fort Myers area were a big factor in de-
ciding to expand in the market, Beré said.

Deal comes with incentives

The expansion in Lee County also
comes with incentives.

In December, Lee County Commis-
sioners unanimously voted to support
Alta’s application for state incentives
through the Florida Qualified Target In-
dustry Tax Refund program.

Through the tax refund program, Alta
expects to receive $156,000 from the
state and $39,000 from Lee County as a
local match.

Additionally, Lee County’s Industrial
Development Authority approved up to
$250,000 in incentives based on the cre-
ation of up to 500 jobs.

“Lee County was terrific to work with,”
Beré said. “They were cooperative in ab-
solutely every way.”

The incentives, he said, are depen-

K1

dent on Alta creating jobs in the future,
“which we are fine with.”

Lee County Commissioner Brian
Hamman said he’s thrilled the county
beat out competitors for the project.

“These are good paying jobs,” he said.
“The other thing is the investment in the
airport.”

Hamman and Lee County Commis-
sion Chairman Cecil Pendergrass attend-
ed the news conference — joining the
company in a celebration of its success,
which included two food trucks serving
everything from vegan pizza to steak to
Alta’s hundreds of employees in the
parking lot.

Alta’s expansion is yet another Lee
County success story, Pendergrass said.

The county, he said, has experienced
some nightmares in the economic devel-
opment arena in recent years, so it’s nice
to see projects like this one that are work-
ing and creating jobs.

“This is going to continue to be a suc-
cess here,” Pendergrass said.

As a resident of Gateway for the past
25 years, the commissioner said he loves
the growth he’s seeing in his own back-
yard.

“We love having the businesses here
in Gateway,” Pendergrass said. “We love
bringing the new consumers to the area.”

Consumers, he said, are what creates
jobs and that’s what Lee County has
been seeing.

Speaking after Pendergrass at the
news conference, Beré tipped his hat to
his employees — who gathered outside
in front of a ceremonial stage to be part of
the official announcement about the
company’s expansion plans, which they
cheered liked fans in a stadium.

“This doesn’t happen without you,”
Beré said to the crowd of employees.

Alta’s new offices will be built on a lit-
tle more than 12.5 acres, fronting Paul J.
Doherty Parkway. They’ll be a close
neighbor to Gartner Inc., a global re-
search and advisory firm with more than

Jim Bere, CEO of Alta Resources, talks
with company employees after
unveiling expansion plans in south Fort
Myers. LAURA LAYDEN/NAPLES DAILY NEWS

1,600 employees in Southwest Florida.

In November 2017, more than 600
Gartner employees moved into two new
office buildings at Skyplex.

Opportunity for redevelopment

The Lee County Port Authority
launched Skyplex, a 1,150-acre master-
planned commercial park, as a redevel-
opment project. The park includes land
on the north campus where the former
terminal was located before it became
obsolete and was demolished.

The current terminal complex, south
of the runway, opened in 2005.

The new commerce park was de-
signed to help diversify the Lee County
Port Authority’s revenue sources by
drawing in more businesses that aren’t
tied to aviation.

“What we really liked about Skyplex is
it’s close to our existing facilities, and we

looked at how it’s being developed, with
Publix coming in and all the infrastruc-
ture that’s being built, and we did feel
that it was the best place for us,” Beré
said.

In addition to Gartner and Alta Re-
sources, Neogenomics, a Fort Myers-
based lab specializing in genetic testing
for cancer, plans to expand its operations
at Skyplex.

Skywalk, a Publix-anchored shopping
plaza, was the first tenant at Skyplex.

Hundreds of acres are still available
for development at Skyplex, said Victoria
Moreland, director of communications
and marketing for the Lee County Port
Authority, which operates the county’s
airports.

Almost 800 acres are available for
non-aviation development at the com-
merce park, 170 of which are already
zoned, and there’s roughly another 270
acres remaining for aviation-related de-
velopment, she said.

Growing elsewhere

Alta isn’t just expanding in Fort My-
ers. It’s currently building new offices in
Belize, which are expected to be complet-
ed by September 2019.

The new building in Fort Myers will
look different than the ones in Gateway,
which are leased. Designed specifically
for Alta, it will include 43 coaching
rooms, a conference room, a kitchen and
break rooms, as well as plenty of open
space.

“We are trying to create an environ-
ment where it’s a great place for people to
work and we’re excited about giving
them a new facility,” Beré said.

There are hopes of completing the
newest call center in the fourth quarter of
2020.

“There is a lot involved in the building
process, in getting all the approvals,” Be-
ré said. “We are working through these
processes at this time.”
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